
Christmas: Receiving and Responding. 12-24-17 
As a child when Christmas time came around and children were involved in the church service 

I was usually asked to narrate or be a shepherd. 
  I thought, “A shepherd, what’s so big about shepherds?” 
  
We can learn something about the shepherds found in the night of the birth of Jesus. 
    Ultimately as they experience… Christmas is about receiving and responding. 
 
The baby has been born, shortly after we pick up the story in a field 
8 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

   Shepherds were not the highest of class in the time of Jesus’ birth.   
They were nomadic, moving from place to place to graze their flocks,  

people didn’t readily trust them.  
Many of them were probably a little ruff on the edges.  Not just from the elements and  

occupational hazard, they lived outside while they watched over the animals to 
protect them, ears and eyes open for signs of danger 

And for sure they were kept out of the religious faithful who were into the ceremonial law.   
Because of their duties they were excluded from what the religious people saw 
as important.  

They just the simple people around, just average, lowly and humble. 
Yet.. 

It is very likely that these shepherds were watching and tending to lambs that would 
destined to be sacrificed in Jerusalem.  It was the simple people that held the lambs. 

 
What is more amazing is that God chose this group of men as the first to hear the good 
news of the Messiah’s coming.    He told them first! Not royalty,  
       not the religious leaders of the day, but shepherds—lowly and insignificant.   

 
Then an angel of the Lord bursts onto the scene with the news of the Savior’s birth.   
 9-10 
 
Christmas is about receiving great joy  we have many joys on Xmas    What is this great joy? 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 
All of us love gifts.  This one is for me, this one is mine.  Staff member who gives best gifts. 
        Just for me 
Christmas is about receiving a Savior, “for unto you”. 
In this one sentence the angels announce the great life changing news.  The Savior has come 
to rescue reclaim and restore.  This is why we celebrate Christmas. 
  
Read 12-13 
The Heavens rejoice.  God is bringing the highest glory, the deepest praise to Himself through  

the humble birth of His Son.  
This song is not just about the birth of Jesus but a proclamation of the results of his birth. 
  For salvation’s plan has finally took on flesh. 
Heaven offers praise, humans have peace. 
Peace is offered.  

More than the cessation of strife and war, relationship restored between God and man 
The healing of relationship caused by sin, human evil. 

 
 



An older rendering of this verse brought the focus on man,  
but the real focus is truly on God and His favor.  

This is not a general command “goodwill or peace toward men”, not a universal peace  
      But God’s peace, peace with God.  
Jesus comes for all people but only a few benefit from His coming. 

for those who are His people       for those who are His treasured possession 
for those who respond to Jesus’ coming and calling,  
For those who draw near to God through Jesus they will experience this peace. 
Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with  

God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
    Peace is limited to those who obtain favor with God by believing in his Son Jesus  
Christmas is about receiving God’s favor and grace through faith. 
     This peace is made through the blood of Jesus Christ   

Col. 1:20  by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
This child Himself will be your peace. This child will be your entryway to God.  
This child has come to die and pay the penalty for your sins,  
       if you only believe in Him, if you only see Him for who He is, then peace will come 

 
Christmas is about receiving and responding. 
The shepherds responded in 3 ways  Read 15-20 
 
First they believed.  They followed the heavenly proclamation.  They went 

As soon as they heard news of Jesus’ birth, the shepherds felt compelled to act. 
They say, “We’ve got to get to Bethlehem We’ve got to see what God has told us about!” 

 
They told about what the angels said. 

Did sharing the news of Jesus’ birth feel like a burden or a joy to the shepherds? 
 They told of the good news given to them. 
 
Lastly they worship God. 
Verse 20: they returned, glorifying and praising God  
Once they beheld the One through whom salvation would come, they worship God. 
 
Christmas is about you receiving and responding. 
 Believe, tell others, worship 
God now has brought you here today to hear this proclamation of these most important truths. 
How will you respond?     We need to respond in all three ways! 
 
Believe 
Today the Lord may be moving in your heart.  Draw near to God through Jesus. 
      Unto you – lost in sin, dead in rebellion, doomed to destruction; 
      Unto you – mockers of God, violators of His Law, idolaters at heart; 
      Unto you a child is born! Unto you a son is given!                 I John 4:9 
 
Tell others 

This is the joyous news, the great joy!  
Unto you has been born a Savior, the Messiah – the Lord! 

 
Worship   
      Unto you a child is born. Glory to God in the Highest! Praise Him! 
Let us respond as they did to this good news of great joy—with amazement, belief and action. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Luke 2:8-20 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them.  But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
 
It is the Christmas season. 
 
It is our prayer that you come to experience the beauty of what Christmas is all about.  
 
 


